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Young Artists Initiative gives IE youth a
community
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The Young Artists Initiative was created to
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give underrepresented young Black, Brown
and other people of color the opportunity to
learn and share their art as part of a

community of peers.

Micherlange Hemsley, 19, was always
passionate about ballet history and history
in general. She was so passionate, she
would quiz her peers in the dance studio on
the history of ballet and African American

history during Black History Month for fun.

Hemsley got

the idea for Micherlange Hemsley has been a full-

the You ng time scholarship student at Anaheim
Ballet, Debbie Allan Dance Academy

Artists and more. She has won medals in

Initiative in her ballet and photography at the NAACP

ACT-SO regional competition in 2018

junior year of and 2019. Hemsley is a sophomore

high school at UC Irvine majoring in African

American Studies with a minor in
when she

Criminology, Law, and Society.
noticed that

many people were unaware of how the past
has shaped our lives today, especially when
it comes to the experiences of people of

color.

“I had the idea that it would be really great
to have something produce work in which it

helps educate people about history and
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artists,” Hemsley said. “Because being a
Black dancer, specifically a ballet dancer,
obviously there are professional Black
female dancers in companies right now and
there have been for years... but it's not
necessarily the same as having somebody of
the same ethnicity as you who is at your

studio.”

The Initiative aims to partner with
community events and local artists to create
educational opportunities and a mentorship

program.

“I know, for me, having a Black ballet dancer
that | could have asked questions to would
have made all the difference because me
and my sister always danced together but
we were in it together so she didn't know
any more than | did,” Hemsley said. “That’s
why the mentorship program is something |

wanted to implement.”

Although the mentorship program is still in
the making, Hemsley hopes to have local,
seasoned artists partner with YAl so young
people of color have role models in the

community.
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“The Initiative is amazing because it gets kids
that are actually interested in the arts and
want to do it long term and get(s) them the
support and community that they want and
deserve,” said Gabriella Stanton, co-founder

and community outreach coordinator.

Stanton attended high school with Hemsley
and has been involved with the Young

Artists Initiative since its beginning stages.

Stanton grew up playing piano, violin, and
the guitar and taught children piano before

the COVID-19 pandemic.

The two noted that, as artists, the arts
community is difficult to come across
outside of academia, so they wanted to
provide a community that was more

accessible to young artists.

The Initiative makes it possible for artists to
have a sense of community despite COVID-
19. It has done well thanks to social media
since many artists share their work via social

media platforms.

“Don't let being the only person in whatever

room it may be, deter you from trying



something or getting involved in the arts,”
Hemsley said. “Just know that there’s always
a community out there that is there to
support you, Young Artists Initiative being
one of them. Even if you don't have that
support or somebody that looks like you on
a day-to-day-basis, there are people out
there you can look up to. Keep going, it can
be hard at times but if it's something you're
really passionate about, | would tell people

to go for it.”

To get involved with the Young Artists
Initiative or to learn more information, they
can be contacted via their contact page on
www.youngartistsinitiative.com or via

Instagram @young_artists_initiative.
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Initiative.
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